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tion of peusion laws that is 50 sorely needed.
See to it that every ex-soldier who is not al-
ready enlisted in the ranks of THE TRIBUNE'S
army is muastered forthwith! Sabseribers
who receive sample copies shonld endeavor
to obtain at least one new subscription for
each copy sent.

-5 >
A Delusion and a Snare.

Elsewhere in our columns we print the
text of the Warner pension bill, which was

| reshed throngh the Heuse on Monday last,

together with a synopsis of the brief debate
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To any person who will send us
& club of ten new subscfihex‘s to
THE TRIDUNE we will present
a new Waterbary watch, inclosed
in & handsome satin-lined case,
and waurranted to keep accurate
time.

SFLECIAL ANNOUNCEMENT.

L Tae Namosal TRIBUNE employs no agenta
Tt has many voluntesr canvassers, and they ars
geocrally hopnest and fmithful; but persons who
soufide thelr subsoriptions 1o them mast be thelr
own judpes of their responsibility,

T Namoxar Trisoxe will only be sent on re-
eeipt of the subscription price,

2. Tae Namosar Twsrse does notl keep any
epon acconnts whatever. The low price at which
1 is furnished renders it neocssary thal s manage-
ment should be on & cash basis, Orders notl aocom-
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punicd with cush willl reocive no stiention.
E. In renewing, subseribers should be enreful to
pend uws the lubel on the last paper received, and |

in go d@ faith, it may be, to facilitate the
adjudication of pension claims and give im-
mediate reliefl to deserving applicants, this
bill is, nmevertheless, in our judgment, a
delusion and a snare, and shonid it become

| & law in its present shape will be prodactive

of the greatest injestice.

In the first place, it makes it a condition
that the claimant to pension under this act
shall surrender all right to arrears. If he
bas filed a claim to pension under the

| arrears law and elects to prosecate his claim

under this proposed act, it is' provided that
he shall only draw pension from the date of

such election. Mr. Rogers, of Arkansas,

| whe advocated its passage, openly deelared

that “it takes from ail, however meritorious
any pension for any period of time, prior to
making application under the bill.” Said
Mr. Warner, of Ohio, who reported the bill:
They [the claimants] give up their claims
for arrears, and take pensions only from the

| date of £ling such declaration.”

It places the Government in the position
of irying to cheat its creditors opt of the
money due them. It amounnts to sayiog to
the soldier: “ We know that your claim is
meritorious and ought to be allowed, but
you have not been able as yet to furnish the

I proofs required by the Pension Office, and

Yyou are, thercfore, at our mercy. If you
will give up the arrears of pension due you,
we will abate something of onr require-
ments as to proof, and, perhaps, allow yonr
claim to pension from present date; other-
wise, we will suspend action on your claim
until you do.” Was there ever a more
shameful or outrageons proposition !

In the second place, in claims filed since
the expiration of the arrears law, it makes it
& condition that the claimant who elects to
prosecute his elaim under this bill shall sur-
render his right to pension from the date of
his original application to the date of filing
this last decleration. What justice is there
in this?

If the claimant in this class of cases has
any right to pension at all, that right dates

| from the filing of his original application,

specifly suy corrections or chuuges they desire made | and to refuse to give him the benefit of this

in mume or pddress. Always give the old as well
& the new address.

4. Persons who receive sample coples of Ten
Kamoxat Taisrse shouid see Lo it that they reash
those who will be likely o sulscribe for it, and
e thean 10 do 50 8l onoe.

5. We do not retorn communications or manu-
moripls nuless they are aoccompanied by & reguest
o tlat eficet and the necessury postage, and under
e droumsinnees gusrauice their publication at

wm

Wz make no apology for devoting so large
& share of our spoce of this issue to the dis-
cussion of the pension question. In the
shape that it bas now assumed it demands
the most carnest comsideration of every ex-
soldier.

Ter number of pension certificates issned
and sigued Juring the week ending April
18, 1834 were as follows: Original, 881;
increase, 254; re-issue, 30; rvestoration, 21;
duplicate, 51; arrears, 0; accrued pensions,
49 ; prawions under act of March 3, 1883,
3; totzl, 1328

W2 HAVE received the following addi-
tional contributions to the Steedman fond:

Herendoon Post, No. W0, Dipt o K. YV.ooo.. B ™
100

BixcE sppeal md’énuuty seemn fo bLe
alike powerless to secure from Congress and
the Pension Office the consideration to which
the claime of our ex-soldiers are entitled,
there is 1o other course open but to * strike
and spare not”™ Weshall fight it out on
this line, npo matter how many summers it
may take We have enlisted for the war.

P - o —

Ir is o pity that the politicians and news-
papess that contend that all soldiers who
Geserve pensions buve been niready provided
for, canrot be brought face to face with the
misery and suffering which the tardiness of
the Government in settling the pending
pension claims is cavsing througbout the
land! What answer can be made to such &
Jetter, lor instance, as this from the son of &
veteran, who served three years in the 40th
Ohio -

Tothe PAtor Namiosat Teiprse:

My f@iher &8 crippled up with rbeumatisin and
other ailmcits contracted in the service, and we
have sovn o very hard winter. 1t has boen 80 cold,
#nd mny Hitle brothers and =bders bave bad w go
bewrefool and mmatily dressed, and often we have
sll boen Lungry for soneiling o eat. There wre
80 mauy of us. Fuher Las applied for a ponsion,
bt bas pot got it 1 am ten aud go 10 sohool when
J oo, bt we gl try to help ol we can, snd sowe-
Bimnes I buve to slay out,

Lacwusaox, los. Ewver E. RaTiivr.

No wonder Semstor Hoar doclared that
therc are few Chings in this wordd more

tragical than the hustory of these pension |

Clses |

Now if ever is the time when onr sub-
seribess should muke a concerted eflert to
extend Tug TEiouxes circulation to the
bighest possible figere In the struggle
upon which we have now entered to corapel
the remsoval of the uujust, uslawfal and pp-
mecessary restrictions which prevent the
sllowance of meritorions pension claims, it
is jwportont that Ter TRIBUNE should
weach the bands of every surviving ex-sol-
dier, in order not only that everyope may be
sccmaiely infermed as 1o the nature of the
fssoe pendiag, bot that (he united influence
of all may be brought 1o bear for the acoom-

—_— e

|

bill, except upon the condition that he
waives this right, is to take a shameful ad-
vautage of his helplessness. Instead of a
bill to expedite the settlement of pension
claims, this onght to be entitled “An act to

scale the Government’s debts to the soldier!”

It is downright repndiation—nothing more,
nothing less,

In the third place, this bills fails to make
any provision whatever for the widows and
minor children of those who may die after
being awarded pensions under it

But we have been proceeding under the
assomption, so far, that the bill really does
afford some relief, and have only set forth

to teke advantage of it. Is that assumption
really justified by the terms of the bill?
Does it really provide for any abatement in
the amonnt of evidence required to eatab-
lith a claim? Let us examine the langnage
of the bill. 'What is the applicant required
to prove?

Ist. that he is now dizabled. To deter-
mine this fact be must go before a board
of examining surgeons as now.

24. That his diszbility is not the result of
his own misconduct er bad habits or other
known cause occurring since his diseharge,
and that it probably was incurred in the line
of duty. This is in the nature of negaiive
testimony—the most diffienlt of all to furnish.

Finally, be is required to make “due proof
of the facts, under such regulstions as may
be prescribed by the proper aunthority,”
end that proper authority—the Commis-
soner of Pensions—is to be the juadge
of whether this proof affords prohable
canse to believe that his disability origi-
pated in line of duty. In what respect
do these requiremenis differ from those pre-
seribed by existing law ?. As Representative
Browne justly remasked, the difference is
stmply that while under the old law the
claimant was entitled to a peusion even if
he served bat o day or week, if he incarred
diszhility, onder the propezed law bie must
have served threc months! If the proposed
law waives anything in faver of the claimant,
it is omnly euch requirements as under exist-
ing law ought not to be exacted by the Pen-
sion Office. 1t
beaefit of the doubt, to whick he is entitlad
under the present law, and of which he
should never have been deprived.

The {2ct is that the only positive merit in
thisbill iscontained in the provision of the last
section that the fact thal a claimant served
three months shall be regarded as prima-
Jacie evidence of his soundoess at date of
culistmeat, and this, not because it is new
legislation, but Beezuse it is decdaratory ps
to how the Commissioner of Pensious should
constroe the present law,

Tosum it all up, this bill is a delusion and
s snare. The relief which it pretends to af-
ford is intangible, the sacrifice which it im-
poses upon those who, by reason of their
poverty, may be driven to apply for pension
under it, monstrous and cruel. QOur ex-sol-
diers bave asked for bread and Cengress has
given them a stone.

"What will you do about it, comrades? The
bill is now before the Senate, and whatever
is done to secure its modification must be

done at once. It is our own judgment that

the injustice and unreasonableness of the |
conditions under which cilaimants are allowed

werely gives the soldier the |

the pension committee of the Grand Army,
whose recommendations have been thus
deliberately disregarded in the enactment
of this measure, should be immediately con-
vened at the capital to remonstrate against
its passage, and that every ex-soldier, whether
a comrade of the Grand Army or not, should
at once hy letter to his Senators and Repre-
sentatives enter his protest against the con-
summation of this great wrong!

The Fension Trage dy.

There are fow things in this world more tragical
than the history of these pension cases, There is
ool sny bragedy which esn be put upon the stage
which ought to move the feelings of a right-minded
man, and especially of an American legislator, like
the stories which come to us, day afler day, and
week after week, and month after month, and year
ufter year, of the hope deferred, of the poverty, the
sorrow, the agony of these men and the widows
and orphans of the men who have given their life
and health and strength and the best part of their
miunhood 1o the safety of the country. We have
dove something 10 relieve this pressure in the
Pension Office, but it still continues, and it'is & re-
proach and disgrace to American legislation and
Ameriean administration that it does continue.—
Senntor Hear, of Massachuseits,

The expression is none too strong. It is,
indeed, a reproach and disgrace that nineteen
years after the war there should still be
pending in the Pension Office 244,505 origi-
nal elaims to pension without any prospect
of their immediate adjustment, and it is

defipitely ascertained and effective measures
taken for its removal. Let us see, if by
eliminating from consideration the causes
which are clearly insuflicient to account for
such a state of things, we caunot arrive at
the true cause of this delay.

In the first place, it muost be admitted,
that this delay is not in any sense due to
the lack of funds o settle these pending
claime. OF the sum appropriated for pen-
sions during the present fiscal year, amount-
ing to §126000,000, the Commissioner of
Pensions estimates that $66,000.000, or more
than one-half of the total, will remain nnex-
pended at the close of the year, showing
clearly that aliowaunces of double the value
of thoze actnally made could have been
paid, bad he granted them.

In the second place, this delay cannot be
sttributed to the lack of clerical force in the
Pension Office, since Congress authorized
the employment of all the additional clerks
that the Commissioner demanded, and the
latter has since then indicated that he has
now more than he actunally needs.

In the third place, this delay cannot be
due to the failure of the Pension Office to
consider the claims pending before it, for
the Commissioner reports that the office is
fully up with i3 work, having reached a
point, as he says, when nothing farther can
bhe done in about 235000 claiins, out of a
iotal of about 244000 pending, until the
claimants produce the “requisite” evidence
called for, or reports cailed for have been
received from the Departments or witnesses,
or a special examination has been had at
claimant's bome. Indeed, the Commissicner
specifically declares that “ the responsibility
for delay, save only in the 14500 cases in
the bands of special examiners, is, therefore,
shifted from the Pension Office to the claim-

Jjudgment, the force, therefore, may be con-
siderably reduced at the end of the fiscal
year, July 1, 1884.” '

But if this delay in the 244,000 claims
pending before the Pension Office is not dae
{1st) to the lack of funds wherewith to pay
them, or {2d) to the lack of sufficient clerks
to pass upon them, or (3d) to the failure of
these clerks to give them proper considera-
tion, what does it result from? Commis-
sioner Dudley asserts in the most positive
way that it is solely the consequence of the
failure of the claimants to furnish the “re-
quisite” evidence to establish their claims;
but we submit that his conclusion is only
justified by the suppaosition that the require-~
ments of the Pension Office in regard to
evidence are reasonsble and do not exact
impossibilities from the claimant. If they
are not in accord with the spirit and intent
of the pension laws, but are so contrived as
to impede rather than facilitate the deter-
mination of meritoricus claims, then most
assurediy the responsibility rests with the
Pension Office and not with the claimants
What are the facts as 1o that? Are the
exactions of the Pengion Office as to evidence
just and reasonable, or are they in the nature
of arbitrary rulings, without warrant in law
and owing their origin to the mean and
| esutemptible snspicion entertained by the
former Comnissioner (Bentley) of the genn-
ineness of all claims to pension?

Let our readers. examine the reports of
the House Committee on Invalid Pensions
in regard 1o private pension bills, which we
print in another colman, and judge for
| themselves! They cannot fail to perceive
that it is not because of any lack of merit
in these claims, or insefliciency of reason-
able proof, that they are rejeeted by the
Penzion Office, but solely beeanse of the in-
disposition of the lutier to accept any evi-
| dence as conclusive, that docs not completely
its own techuical reguirements.
What severer commentary conld he made
on the course pursued. by the Pension Office
than is contaived in these reports, which

satisly

| show that the evidence which failed to eon-
that the
claims in guestion ought to be allowed,
waa, in the juodgment of a eommitice
of Congress, sulicient 1o warrant their
payraent witbout guestion. Well may our
veterany demuand o know why itis that the
Pevsion Office does not aceept as conclusive
the evidence which, npon an impartial ex-
{ amination, appears to memhent of Cougress
to be shundantly ample to jistify it in al-
lowing claitas! And well, too, may the
thought excite alarm and cogsternation that
it is in this same narrow and illiberal spirit
—this shameful misconstrnction of the in-
tent and meaning of the pension laws—that
the 244,000 claims that are s:ill awaiting
action will be considered and passed npon
i by the pengion examiners when they come
r

vinee the pensicn examivers

high time that the cause of this delay were,

ante, who are in default for evidence. In my |

up before them for adjudication! What
ground is there for h;)pe that these deferred
claims will ever be allowed if the purpose
of the pension“laws is to be thus thwarted
by the enforcement of arbitrary require-
ments which these laws neither contem-
plate nor sanction? Representative Hart,
of Ohio, hit the nail on the head when he
said, in the course of his remarks on the
pension appropriation bill in the House, on
the 11th inst., that he had “at times been im-
pressed with the idea that in the examina-
tion of cases their [the officers of the Pen-
sion Bureau] subordinates are too much in-
clined to presume everythingagainst asoldier
and against the integrity of his claim, and
they search for grounds upon which to reject
i#t. They are not liberal in the construetion
of the rules of evidence. Many claims of
high merit are sacrificed to the application
of narrow and technical rules. These pen-
sion laws should at all times be administered
in a broad and liberal spirit, and in full view
of the purposes to be accomplished” A
significant illustration of this application of
narrow and technical rules was broaght to
our notice, the other day, in the shape of a
letter from the Commissioner, requiring an
applicant for a pension,—who was discharged
from the service on acconnt of disease of the
lungs, the result of a severe attack of the
measles gontracted during his service,—to
farnish the names of such of his relatives
as had ever suffered from lung disease. Was
there ever a more preposterous demand ?

But there is no occasion to produce
further examples of the unreasonableness
of the Pension Office rulings. That un-
reasonableness is notorious, and it is the real
and all-sufficient reason for the present
delay in the settlement of the mass of pend-
ing pension claims. To put an end to it, it
is only necessary that the Commissioner and
his subordinates should construe the pensicn
laws in the broad and liberal spirit that they
were intended to be construed. The laws
themselves are equitable and Just; it is be-
cause their administration is impeded by ar-
bitrary rulings, for which they afford no war-
rant, and which it reguires no act of Con-
gress to abolish, that so many applicants for
pensions cannot secure action on their claims.

We impute no blame to Congress for this
miscarriage of justice. In section 4692 of
the Revised Statutes it has afforded all the
latitude to the soldier as to the manner in
which he shall establish his claim that is
pecessary, namely, that he shall make “due
proof” of the fact that he was disabled in
line of duty * atcord.ing to such forms and
regulations as may be provided in pursuance
of law,” and if these forms and regulations
contravene the pur;ost of the law and are
irreconcilable with its spirit, it is the fault
of those who are charged with their formula-
tion and execution. Congress has cheerfully
and promptly voted all the money demanded
by the Commissioner, not only for the pay-
ment of claims, but for the employment of
such clericul force as he deemed necessary to
the speedy settlement of the business of his
office ; yet the humiliating fact stares us in
the face that there are still 244 000 appli-
cants for pension awaiting the adjudication
of their claims,

We sincerely regret that it shounld be
necessary to call pablic attention to such a
state of things. Our readers will bear us
witness that from the beginning of Com-
missioner Dudley's administration we have
expressed the most absolute confidence in
his purpose to do full justice to our ex-sol-
diers in the adjudieation of their claims and
have most carnestly supported his demands
upon Congress for the appropriations neces-
sary to the payment of the:e claims as well
as the employment of such additional cleri-
eal force as he =zaw fit to call for. We have
never guestioned the integrity of his motives
or those of his subordinates, among whom
we know there are many men who possess
the bighest qualifications for the duties
required of them, and whose spmpathies are
all with the soldier, and we do not now
impugn them. DBut when we remember
what the Commissioner set ont to accom-
plish three years ago, and compare it with
the resnlts actually achieved, it is impos-
sible to avoid the couveclusion that there is
something radically wrong in the policy of
his administration. That “something,” as
we have already pointed out, i8 his insist-
ence on techoical rules which, as he has
himself admitted, frequently compel the
rejection of meritorions elaims, and which
it is clearly within bhis authority—since
they are not prescribed by the statutes—to
abrogate or modify; and we feel, therefore,
that he owes it to himeelf, ag weil as to the
victims of the deiay which the enforcement
of these technieal rmiles oeéezsions, to exercise
the right which be undoubtedly possesses of
doing away at onee und forever with every
technical reqnifement that is not absolately
essential io the maliing of “doe proof” in
pension ¢laums and that 18 not in accord
with the real spirit and meaning of the
pension laws, and 50 put an end at last to
the pension tragedy !

— ———

ComBADE WRIGHY, whose letter defend-
ing the action of iho trustees of the lowa
Agriculiural Cullege in appointing an ex-
Confederate capfain 4o the chair of military
gcience and tactics, will be foand in another
coltinn, is very mueh mistaken if he thinks
Tue Tripury 18 w6t disposed to give the
Confederate soldier & “fair deal” There was
ia the ediforial to which our
eorrespondent refers (o warrant his hasty
¢onclusion that THE TRILTNE is in favor of
ostracizsm of any deseription whatever, We
enteriain none hut the kindest feelings for
those sarvivors of (he lost canse, who, eun-
tentcdly aceepting the issue of events, have
joined Lands with the people of the North
in buiidiog np the prosperity of the Nation,
and we rejoice to know that the Btate of
Jowa coutaing some fuch, but when it comes
to ehoosing between an Unien and a Confed-
erate scllier in filling such positions as that

nothing

‘Salem of

in question, we are in fuvor of discrimina-
ring every time in favor of the former. No
more than our correspondent are we afraid
of the “ ghost of the Confederacy,” but we
hold that such honors and such places of
trust as it is within the power of Govern-
ment and people to bestow should be con-
ferred upon the men who risked their lives
to preserve that liberty of which Comrade
Wright is so justly proud, rather than upon
those, however much they may now regret
it, who sought to overthrow the Union. To
the latter we owe nothing; to the former
everything.

IT WiLL be seen, by reference to another
column, that the bill to establish a Veter-
ans’ Home beyond the Mississippi, which
was so strongly urged upon the considera-
tion of Congress by the special committee
appointed at the last National Encampment
of the Grand Army, in the eloguent memo-
rial which we printed some weeks ago, has
at last passed the Senate, and will, doubt-
less, soon be called up for action in the
Honse. The amendments to the bill, pro-
posed by Senator Miller, of California, and
Senator Conger, of Michigan, and subse-
quently adopted, do not interfere at all with
the original purpose of the measure, but, on
the contrary, look to the still further ex-
tension of the system of military homes
which the necessities of our ex-soldiers and
sailors make it obligatory upon the Gov-
ernment to maintain. As has been already
explained in these eolumns, the completion
and opening of the Veicrans’ Home, which
our California comrades, aided slightly by
the State Legislature, andertook to estab-
lish, has been delayed on account of the
lack of funds, snd although they are mak-
ing a most praiseworthy effort to raise the
mouey that is still needed, and, as we learn
from Depart sent Commander Davis, the
home has at last been formally opened, it is
evident that the burden of preperly equip-
ping and maintaining it is greater than pri-
vate charity can bear. The inquiry pro-
posed by Senator Miller is, therefore, timely,
and we trust the report to be made, asa
result thereof, will be such as to convince
Congress that our veterans of the Pacific
Coast onght to share in the benefits afforded
by the system of homes established in the
East. They bave done what they could to
care for their disabled and impoverished
comrades, and it is time that the Govern-
ment lent them a helping hand. So, too, in
the case of Michigan, there is a real neces-
sity for the establishment of a home for the
accommodation of her sick and helpless
braves, and good reasons why, if the Gov-
ernment has the lands and buildings lying
idle, they should be put to such a noble use.

THE MAGAZINES.

One of the features of the Century for May is
a picturesque deseription of General Howard's
campuign against the Nez-Perces, by Licuten-
ant C. E. 8. Wood, and a fine portrait of their
distinguished warrior, Chief Joseph, forus the
frontispiece of the number. The opening arui-
cle is a profusely illusteated paper on * The
awthorne,” by his son, the novelist,
written in a very pleasant and happy vein.
Mrs. Schaoyler Van Rensselaer contributes an
interesting paper (also illastrated) ou * Receat
Architeeture in America,” Mr. Benjamin gives
us another installment of the * Cruise of the
Alice May,” with some vigorous sketches of the
scenery along the west Newfoundland coast,
and Dr. Charles Waldstein writes of an impor-
tant archwieological discevery that he has re-
cently made. In the shupe of essay, there is
another paper by John Burroughs, full of de-
lightful fanciesand reminiscences of daysa-field
in the British Isles, some original and decidedly
instructive reflections by “ H. H.” on the Mor-
mon problem, and a cleverlittle satire by Frank
Siockton on the “ Training of Parents.” James
begins another of his * international " novels—
Lady Barbarina—in thisnumber, the elimax of
Grant’s story, “An Averaze Man,” is reached,
aud there is a bright litile sketeh. entitlad
“Rose Madder.” Cable’s ** Dr. Sevier” grows
more and more interesting as the story devel-
ops. The departments are very attractive this
month, and verse is both abundant and deliei-
ous. Mr, Gilder's letter to John Burroughs is
particularly captivating.

It is not often that in tho midst of such grave
discussions as generally comprise the contents
of the North American Keview we find a paper so
full of poetic fancy s that contrilmted to the
May number of this excelleut poeriodical by
Helen  Kendrick Johnson, and entitled “ The
Meaning of Song.” It is a sort of oasis ina
desert, sweet and restful to the reader after his
enconnter with such giants of controversy as
disport themselves in preceding pages. An-
other exceedingly interesting article is that by
Prof. Henry F. Osborae, on * Illusions of Mem-
ory,” in which the phenomena of “ double con-
sciousness” are very thoroughly discussed.
Add to these Justice Strong's paper on the
defects in our natoralization laws, Edwin
P. Whipple's essay on Matthew Arnold, Frof.
Proctor’s discourse on A Zoue of Worlds,” Mr.
Gerritt Lansing's diseussion of the relations of
the ratlway and the State, and the sywposium
on “Workingmen's Grievaneces,” by William
Goodwin Moody and Prof. J. L. Lavghlin, and
it will be seen that this number is rich in
mental pabulam.

The epening paper of Lippineott's for May is
an eutertaining description of the hill subnrbs
of Cincinnati, profusely illustrated. The text
is bright and elever and the drawings unnsu-
ally tine. There is also a capital sccount of a
trip along the Columbia River and Puget's
Souand, while Horace Lunt contributes a de-
lightiul little essay on “A Duy in Early
Spring.” The secoud half of Prof. Allen’s ae-
connt of * How the Roman Spent the Yeur"” is
fully as attractive as the first, and the narra-
tive of a journey from Berber to Suakin, taken
from the digry of the last English oflicer whe
prior to El Mahdi's revolt erossed the Soudan,
will be found of speeial interest at the present
juneture, The third part of Mr. Baylors story
—*The Perfect Treasure”—is given in this
namber. There is a quaing Virginia love story,
by Lina Redwood Fairfax, entitled “ Retulia-
tion,” as also one of decided humer by M. R
Franeis, entitled “The Rev. Naham." The
poetry is scarcely of as fine a qualily a3 usual,

One of the brightest, handsomest and most
interesting journals on our ex<hanze list is the
San Francisco and Oakiand JHustraled Mirror,
wiich {5 devoted (o thq interests of the Grand
Arwuy and varions benevoient ond secret orders,
In a recont issue it published a number of
splendid lithogrmphic poriraits of leading eom-
rades of the Grand Army 1 the Department of
Califoruia, s alss s Uongressicnal portrait gal-
lery, the likensasses in neariy every enase being
remarkably aveurats, Tho Mirrer well desoryes
the great success which it has achieved on the

The Arkwright Ciobat its meeting in Boston
on the 16th inst. discussed the presenteondition
of the cotton werket, aud it was voted that s
reduoction in the production of cotton goods is
necessary. It was also voted to reduce the
wocking hours 10 per cent, during May and
June, provided all the mills agree to the prop-
osition. This is equivolent to a reduction of
one-sixth oR the production of cotton goods.

King & Co., of Owego, N. Y., maoufacture
hand-made harness on & large scale and sell st
very low prices direct to firmers and others,
With their good materinl and excellent work
they ce & harness which will outlast
geversl of machine manniacture.

THE WARNER BILL

Rushed Throuch the House Almest
Without Diseussion.

—— -

In the House of Representatives, on Monday |
last, Mr. Warner (0.) in pursuance of instrue- |
tions from the Comufities on Fayment of Pen- |

sions, Bouniy and Dack Pay, moved to sus-
pend the rules and pass the following bill [EL
R. 6335} and amendment:

Be it enacied by the Seaale avd Howse of Bepresenio-
tives of the Uniled Slates of Americm tn Congress ns-
semdled, That every persun speoill
glasses epvmerated in the pen n Inwa of the
United Stales, who served n the tdeld in the mili-
tury or navid service, in auy war in whieh the
United Stales has been engured, for a period of
three mooths or more, and has on bonorablie dis-

clrarge, and is not reeeiving a pension, or & greater |

pension than that provided for hervin, but who, by
n’-;\ﬁ-‘-l! Of ny \'\'tll}'.l-l, L Jilry, OF diseuse W h',-h
there is probaable couse to believe originated in

saiuid servien in line of duty, and nol the result of |

his own misconduct or bad habils, or other known

cutise ocotirring sinee such service, 5 aow disshied, |

in whole or in purt, for procuring bis sab=istencs
by manaad iabor, shiall, upon making doe proof of
the facts, under such regulations as may be pre-

seribed by the proper astharity, not inconsistent |

with the provisious of thia act. be placed upon e
ilst of peusioners of the United States, and be en-
titled to recvive a peasion, during the continnanee
of such dissbility, at a mie proportionute to the
degree thereof: the true phyaical condition of the
cluimant to be aseertained and certified as provided
by law upon expminstion by o comapetent bonrd of
surgeons duly sppoioted; such pension W com-
menoe at the date of filing the application
therefor., And any person who haa filed, or
may hereafter file an application for a pen-
sion under the aet of July M, 1862, snd acts
amendatory thwreto, or under any act entitiing
him te arrears, may, by a declaration over his own
signature, attested before any officer duly suthor-
ized to adwinister onths for genern! purposes,
elect to prosccute his said elaim under this act,
w hieh election shall be final ; and in such case hia
pension, if allowed, shall begin from the date of
filing sueh declurntion of election.

Sec, 2, That in considering the claimsof depend-
ent parents the fuct and cause of death, aud the
fuct that the soldier lell no widow or minor ehii-

dren, having been shown as required by law, Ik |

shall be necessury oniy to show by competent and
suflicient evidence toal such parent or parests are
without other present means of support than their
own manual labor, or the eontributions of others
not legally bound for their sapport.
Sec. 3. That in all applications under the general
rension laws, incloding this act, where it appears
y record evidence that the applicant was regu-
inrly eniisted and maustered into the serviee, and
served for a period of three months or more, that
fnct shall be sufficient primna fucie evidence that bhe
wis then in good health and free from the di-ease
or cans=e of disability for which he cliims a pen-
sion ; but such evidence shull be sulifect to rebuttal
by record or other positive evidence of the prior
existenee of such disease or cnuse of disability.

The amendment proposed by the committes
was read, as follows:

Add to the bili the following -

* Provided, That uo agent, attorney, or other per-
sonk shall demand or receive any fee for his services
in any pension ¢lmm arising ander this aet, until

the payment of the peusion, not exceeding 510 in |

smount.™

Under the rules thirty minutes were allowed
for debate—fifteen minutes only to each side—
and Mr. Warner procecded to explain the ob-
Jjeets of the bill:

Mr. WARNER (Ohio.) In the preparation
of this bl ths committes bas kept in
view two things: First, the just rights
of the soldier; seccondly, the necessity of
adhering to a line of safe and consistent
pubiic policy —a policy consistent om the
one haud with the oblizations of the Govern-
went to ita defenders, and ou the other a policy
safe to be followed as & precedent in any tuture
war. The bill may not go as far as many may
desirs or think we oughs to go in our legisla-
tion, while others will doubtless think it goes
much too far; bat it is believed that on & care-
ful examination of all its provisicns it will be
found to be a suilicieut remedy for the evils
complained of in the workings of the present
laws, and at the same time to be so guarded
that ouly those justiy entitled to peusions can
obtain them under thisact. It allows peusions
for disability oniy, bat recognizes the principle
that disability ncurred in the service in line
of duty entitles the soldier to a pension as a
right. With this priaciple in view the com-
mittee decided tiat it would not report favor-
ably a measure granting pensiouns for any other
cause tban disability—disability incurred im
the military service in the line of duty.

But it is & well-known fact that there ares
large number of soldiers scaltered over the
country who are suffering under various de-
grees of disability believed to bave originated
in the service who are unable to procurs the
pensions due thewm from the Government, due
thew as a right, dus them as compensation for
disability, because now, tweaty yeurs aifter the
war, they are unable to furnish the evidence
required by the Departinent under existing
law. They bave becowe separated from their
comrades, surgeons whose evidence is required
are dead, otlicers are out of reach, hospital ree-
ords are missing. The evideuce required is
pot accessible. Yet the fact of their disability
is known to their nsighbors and friends, and
oiten they were among the best soldiars, but
perhaps uniortenate now in pot bhaviong a hos-
pital record. 'There is, therefore, loud com-
piaint, and Congress is petitioned daily, as
every member knows, for some wessure of re-
lief. *Why can not this man,” it is asked
every day, “who is disabled, and we believe
disubled in the service, and who was a good
soidier, obtain his pension?”

Now, the principal object of this bill is to
cure this evil. lts purpose, thersiore, is rather
to relax the rules of evidence than anytiring
else. 1t does not take away from any soldier
any existing right he way have. It takesin no
new ciasses. 13 dees not ektend the provisicas
of the peusion laws in aany directiva. That is
not its purpose. But, as 1 have ssid, it relaxes
the rules 1o regand to the evideunce required to
establish a ciaim. And the committee has
thouzht that pensions under this act should
nob inciude arresrs, but stiounid date only irom
the fling of the claim. The bill provides also
that any claimant who is usable to furnish the
proof required to establish his right to a pen-
sioll under the arrears act may clecté to prose-
cute bhis clsim under this act and reccive a
peunsion if now disabled from the date of filing
such a declaration of election. There are now
on file sowe 155,000 claims for invalid peusions.
Over 100,000 of these, if the requisite proef
could be furnished, would carry arrears. This
bill, I say, gives to these claimauts the right
to elect to prosecuie their claius under this
act; and io that case they give up their clanns
for arrcars and take pensions only from the
date of filing such declaration. [Yet, Mr.
Waurner says above, that * It does not tuke away
from any soldier any existing right he may
have."—ED.]

The result of this, of ecourse, will be to add
to the number of pensioners; but instead of
giving peusions with lurge arrears to a com-
paratively small number, 1t will give pensions
to a grester number who are now sullering
from actual disability and in present need.

Mr. WOLFORD (Ky.) If the cisim is just,
if the applicant is entitled to a pension, why
should he not, like otber soldiers, have a pen-
sivn with arrears?

- e s - N *

Mr. WARNER (Ohio.) Where & claimant
can prove that the disability nuder which he
suifers originated in the service at » given time
and under given cireutnstances, and that it has
continned as a permanent disability from that
date to the present tlme, he is eutitled under
existing law to arrears if he filed his daim in
time, und this bill does not take away that
rizht.

But where we give him the benefit of pre-
smmption io some degree in his favor and do
not require the same positive proof required
under the arreass act, it is believed we are go-
inz quite as far as publie policy would dictate
when we graut him a pension from the dats of
his apnlication. ;

M: ROGERS(Ark) ® # * Tt will be
observed the leading idea upon whieh the pen-
sion laws bave proceedod herefofure, namedy,
that tite disubility wus incurred in the scrviee,
is not eliminated from this bill, but carelully
preserved in it.  No soldier s entitled (o a pen-
sion wnder thiz bill who did nol become entitled lo
it by veason of disability incurred in service in the
Jield, [Then, why not eutiiled uuder existing
pension laws ?—En.|

The first paragraph of the first section sim-

ply relaxes the rules of evidence on thal sub-

sl in the severnd |

bis own miscosduet or “ad halits or from sov
other known cowe; and if he show these facts
and it sppear froos the natave of the woun .,
injury, or disease that the disability probahly
originated in the service, he shall be put on
the pension-rolls. * * & Thi, hill will
cilitate the class of cnses I have mentioned us
pending in the Peusion Odice. But aa tho
otiwer hand, the second parmeryaph of the feg
seetion lHmits the frid parmgraph in this,
mamely, that only these shall have the beneds
of this sct who apply for ib; and if they apply
| undder i, which they nay do by 8o soting in

P thanr application, then the pension deles from
the filisg of the appiication wuder this wt. Se
that if now aud then it fociiitates the granting
af an unmerntorions claim, at all events it g
o & se:dier, and te one now so disuble! 38 1o I
unable to carn support by manual labor. Ia

1 cu Lo this, it tabes fram all, Aoweeer meris

| ad- i
lorons, any penson fur any pecivd of time prior o
r.yl.-',u.";_ appiretiion nader (Ao Sdl Awl yer Gen-
eral Warner suys no claimant parts with any
tight.—Eb.]

Mr. Speaker, | am aware that my time is
abont up. | rezret 1 counld not have the time
| to do eithor the bill or myseifl justice. 1 bear

testimony to the earnestness and labor the
| comnities gave the bill e the bope that it
might meet the approbation ef this body, and
to soine exient the demands of the selilier ¢le-
| ment of the conntry which clamars for a relux-
; :1.? on of the iren rules of evilence hereind e
{ obtaining in the Peaston Oilice. [Why dees
not Commissioner Dudloy himself relax them ?
They are pot prescriled by esitaing law.—Ep.]

Mr. BROWYN (Px) Mr. Spesker, I simpiy
rise Lo enter my protest against thut perticn of
| this bill which folluws the word * therefor™ in
| ine 23 of the first section.
| This bill s in the main correet, and I shall
| vote for it even as it is; but 1 protess SNl nss
S0 muportant s mweasure being pressed 10 108
passare without the privilege being sceorded
members of amending its wanifest evrom. I
the soldier i3 to recwive any sdvantage from
this set he muost waive rights seeured to him
under the present luw. In other words, in
| order to secure that which will relieve presens
poverty and distress, he muast abandoa his
right fo arrears of peusion. We have besn
told from day to day that the ecommittes,
whose chairman [Mr. Warner] has just spoken,
were o bring cut & bil! allording the relief so
plainly demanded by the country’s defendem,
I submit, sir, if they do net signally fal?
Trae, they give, but they withheold also; indesd,
in soune things they take buck from the soldier
that which be alrewdy hath. & i3 an sngra-
cious proeceding, and unworthy men pow
enjoyinz the heritage perpetuasted by the bloed
and sufferiug of these pensionss. It B8 »
gquestion whether they would not be more in-
jured thao benefited by this bill, In the bope,
however, that the Secate will properly awend,
I give it my vote.

B - - - - »

Mr. LAIRD (Neb.) T wish to emphasize the
objection of the geutleman from Pennsylvania
{Mr. Brown] to so mueh of the Hrst section of
the bill as he called attention to, and to say
that the gentiemen of this comumittes have
| shown to the seldier that merey which ires
him to reliove a supposedly honest eluim agninst
this Gevernment for more money, namely, his
claim f{or arrears, than be can receive during s
lifetime of reward under the previsions of the
act. It is the same kimd of merey o the ex-
soldier of this country that this Government
showed to these who were dying in Asderson-
ville under its policy; and the commitiee re-
fuses to report a bill to recognize the services
and the suffirings of those wmen in the death-
boles of the Soath.

There is another objection to the bill. If you
seek to pui it in the way of thess men to re-
eeive their rights you ought te add this sort of
a section that in all cases where the applicans
for a pension is shown to have rendered thres
months’ service or more in the fleld all injunes
sustained by him when in the service shall be
presumed to be reesived by him iu tho line of
duty, and the burdea of the proof to the con-
trary shall ba on the Government. You have
made a provision under which the Peasion
Office to-day are refusing pensions to thousands
of men who justly dessrved them; the pro-
vision, namely, that they must establish their
soundness on their entry into the service; and
Foa are refusing to adopt the other provision
that they shall be assumed to have received
their injuries in the line of daty if they are
shown to bave rendered three months’ active
serviee.

Mr. BREOWNE (Ind). Theobjection I have
to this bill is that it restricts ruther thun en-
larges the peusion-roll. The frst section pro-
vides that if it shall appear probable that the
applicant received the disability in the mili-
tary service, it shall be the duty of the Com-
missioner of Pensions to pat him oa the pen-
sion roll. Why, sir, if I anderstand the law
that is the rule npow. If from the evidenee i§
appears @robable, if the weight of the evidencs
is that he has incurred a disability ia the mili-
tary serviee, it is the duty of the Commissioner
to put the applicant en the pensiom rell. Bug
this restriets it in this, that bhe shall oot only
prove that he has incurred the disability in the
military service of the United Stutes, but ha
shall also show that he served thiree months
before he is entitled to the peansion.

Mr. WARNER (Obio). It ia s matter of
record.

Mr. BEOWNE (Ind). Yes, sir. But now if
he were to serve but a day and he shows by the
evidenee it is probable he has ineurred the disa-
bility in the service, he i3 entitlel to s pension.

Mr. WARNERE (Ohio). Thus does pot taks
away any right

Mr. BROWNE (Ind). I say the present pen-
sioa law simply requires the applicans to show
by a preponderanes of evidenes the probubility
that he has incorred the disability in the Seld,
and he is entitied to a pensica, though he may
have served but a day or a weck., But this
bill requires before he shall be pensioned for
disability incarred in the servive (has be musé
have had an honorakle service for at least three
moanths,

The time for debate expired before any far-
ther objections to the bill conld be considered,
aud Mr. Matson (Ind.) propesed the llowing
amendment to the first section :

And the rate for total disability nnder this section
shall be 324 per month, wlich s mnule divisible in
proporticn to the degree of disalilily | and Do o=
count shall be tuken of rank inthioservice in grank-
ing pensicas under this section.

The Speaker then put the guestion to sus-
pend the rules and pass the bill with the amend-
ments read, and uvpon & vote being taken there
was ayes 111, nees 41, and in the passsge of the

bill itself, ayes 165, nays 57, not voling 100,

The Eccord of the 15ia OGhio,
To the Editor Nariovarn TRIBUNE:

Will you please inform me what eorps, di-
vision, brizade and army the 1I5th Ohie in-
fantry belonged to, and olldige one of the
forgetfal ? S. B Fox.

BeapLey, MicH,

[The 1I5th Ohio, although s well-drilled
regiment and under gnod di-eiplins, was at no
time daring the war br-gaded with other troopa.
It was mustercd inte the scrvice ir Seplomber,
1862, during the Confederaie eccupation of
Rentucky, when the regiment was at once di-
vided, five companies being stationed a& Cam
Chase, under Lieutenant-Culonel Beone, mx
five at Civeinnath. noder Celovel J. A. Laey.
In November, 1562, the five compunies at Cumap
Chase were taken to Maysville. Ky, by Colonal
Luacy, whenee they removed to Covington, Ky
where they remained on provest duly unﬂl
October, 1563, At that time they were ordezed
to Murfreesboro, Tean., where a purt of the regi-
ment was mouuted and periornned good servies
in hunting down guefrilla bands in Middle
Tennessee. The rgiment performed gurrison
dutv at Musfreeshoro, Tenn., and gansd duty
in block houses along the line of the Nashviile
and Chattanoogn Raiiread autil June, 186§,
when it was mustered out of service, Although
engnged in many desperate fights, the 1iGth
never participated in any of the greas hatties
of the war. A battalivn of this regiment, cape
tured in block houses Noa 1,3 and 4 in Decom-
bor, 1864, havine been poroled, were on board
the stemmer Switans, which exploded in the
}Iisui-ajhppi Bi;vl‘. at wheell time throe officers
and eithiy enlisted men of the regiment were
drowned.—ED.]

The Boval Family Glua manunfactured by J,
U. O'Meara & Co., of Washington, D. T, is one

of the oldest o4t responsible in W
ington, apd_in every way worthy of the
dence of the publie.

Mrs. Nellis Grant Saxrtoris, dsaghter of
eral Grant, arrived in New York on the 1
inst. from Loadon.

Waltch received. 1

like it




